
Minutes 

Bar Harbor Planning Board 

Special Meeting 

February 24, 2010 

Council Chambers – Municipal Building 

93 Cottage Street 

6:00 PM 

 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 

 

Members Present: Kevin Cochary, Chair; Buck Jardine, Secretary; Kay Stevens-Rosa, 

Member.   

 

Also present: Anne Krieg, Planning Director; Brian Madigan, Staff Planner; Lee 

Bragg, Town Attorney. 

 

II. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

 

Mr. Jardine moved to adopt the agenda as presented.  Ms. Stevens-Rosa seconded the 

motion and the Board voted unanimously to approve the motion.  

 

III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

                        Minutes of February 3, 2010 

 

 The Board adopted the minutes from the February 2, 2010 meeting. 

 

IV. REGULAR BUSINESS 

 

A. Continuation of Public Hearing – SP-09-02 – West Street Hotel 

Project Location: West Street, Bar Harbor Tax Map 104, Lots 113-118, 122, 

123, 143, 144, 147, and 149. 

Applicant:  North South Construction 

Application: Construct 120 room hotel and accessory uses. 

 

Mr. Walsh, the applicant, spoke on behalf of the proposed project.  The Board began its 

review of the project before Mr. Moore and Mr. Hamilton had arrived.  The applicant 

requested the Board wait to review the project until Mr. Hamilton arrived.  Mr. Cochary 

declined this request stating that he did not plan to open the topic of Ms. Stevens-Rosa’s 

actions to debate by the public, or the applicant, as he felt the applicant adequately 

presented their argument in the materials they had already submitted. 

 

Mr. Cochary stated he did not feel Ms. Stevens-Rosa misrepresented herself based on the 

documentation submitted by the applicant.  He also stated that he felt the inquiry she 

conducted would not predispose her to bias against the project.  Mr. Jardine agreed.    



 

Mr. Bragg commented that the Board doesn’t act in a vacuum, and is not immune to all 

outside input such as the TV, newspaper, etc.  He added that such outside input does not 

suggest a Board member cannot render an impartial judgment.  He stated that the Board 

should determine if the they feel the course of conduct Ms. Stevens-Rosa had described 

orally at the Planning Board meeting in December matched what the applicant presented 

on paper.  If it did not, this could raise a concern that the Board member had a bias.   

 

Mr. Cochary answered that he did not see any discrepancy between what Ms. Stevens-

Rosa stated she had done and what was actually written in the correspondence as 

presented by the applicant.     

 

Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Cochary discussed Mr. Hamilton’s submission at length.  Mr. 

Cochary concluded by stating that he was certain that Ms. Stevens-Rosa could continue 

to make an unbiased decision when considering a decision for the project.  

 

The Board granted a two minute recess so that Mr. Hamilton could confer with his client.  

 

Mr. Jardine moved to allow Ms. Stevens Rosa to continue to sit as a voting board 

member for the review and decision on the project.  Mr. Cochary seconded the motion.  

Mr. Cochary and Mr. Jardine voted in favor of the motion while Ms. Stevens-Rosa 

abstained from the vote.  

 

Mr. Hamilton stated that the Planning Board is at a loss without Ms.Williams present to 

discuss the height issue at this meeting.  He asked that the application be continued to the 

next meeting when all board members would be present. 

 

Mr. Jardine asked the applicant why they had not requested a continuance when he was 

absent the previous week.   

 

Mr. Jardine moved to continue to the project to the March 3, 2010 Planning Board 

meeting.  Ms. Stevens-Rosa seconded the motion and the Board voted unanimously to 

approve the motion.  

            

V. OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Mr. Brecher commented that the FAR requirement in the Downtown Residential area is 

not a good regulation for this district.  He asked the Board to consider revising this 

ordinance for the upcoming Fall Town Meeting.   

 

VI. PLANNING DIRECTOR’S REPORT 

 

A. June 2010 Land Use Ordinance Amendments check-in 

 



Ms. Krieg stated that the Planning Board would conduct a Public Hearing to vote whether 

ordinances ought to pass or ought not to pass at the June Town Meeting.  She stated that 

this hearing will take place at the March 17, 2010 Planning Board meeting. 

 

VII. BOARD MEMBER COMMENTS AND SUGGESTIONS FOR THE NEXT 

AGENDA 

 

There were none. 

 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

 

Mr. Jardine moved to adjourn the meeting. Ms. Stevens-Rosa seconded the motion and the 

Board voted unanimously to approve the motion.  

 

Minutes prepared by Staff Planner Brian Madigan, and reviewed by Clyde Jardine, for Planning 

Board Review at their March 17, 2010 meeting 

 

 

Signed as approved: 

 
 

Clyde L. Jardine, Secretary Date 
Planning Board, Town of Bar Harbor 

 


